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Unquestionably, this centralization and
co-ordination of work has made for
efficiency, for a smoother working of the
great government-machine, considered as
a machine. Under the semi-absolute rule,
which has now passed away, great diver-
sity of practice existed in the different
districts. Everything depended on the
personality of the district officer. If he
were keen, level-headed, and resolute in
enforcing his orders, his subordinates
would respond to the pressure, and as
high standard of administration would be
maintained. But, on the other hand, the
system undoubtedly had little to check
the widespread evils resulting! from* a
weak or lethargic officer. Under such
a head, corruption would flourish in the
courts of justice like weeds in an untended
garden, the revenue would languish, and
trade be paralysed by the insecurity of
the roads. The intricacies of the present
polity have resulted in a higher mechanical
level of work, and if an officer is inade-
quate for the charge, they at least furnish
abundant means of ascertaining the nature